
 

Update on proposed panel members for the review into testing and 
developing potential changes to MFL GCSE subject content 

Purpose 

1. To agree to a set of recommended panel members to sit on a review 
panel that will test and develop potential changes to the subject content 
for MFL GCSEs. 

Recommendation 

2. That you agree to the composition of the subject content review panel, 
as advised by both Ian Bauckham and DfE officials. 

Timing 

3. A decision by tomorrow morning, Friday, 1 November is critical if we 
are to make any announcement alongside Ofqual’s announcement on 
grading standards. If purdah starts on Tuesday night as expected, we 
will look to agree the participation of the panel members and attempt to 
announce them on 5 November. However, if purdah is brought forward, 
we will instead announce that we are going to consider the points 
raised by Ofqual without formally announcing the review and its panel 
members. Both of the above options assume that we can secure a grid 
slot to make an announcement. 

Background 

4. Redacted  

5. In your response to my submission of 10 October, you agreed to the 
recommendation that we establish a subject content review of MFL 
GCSEs. Agreeing to the proposed panel members will be key in 
initiating this review.  

6. Ian Bauckham has agreed to chair the panel and has already provided 
some extremely useful feedback and challenges.  

Criteria for proposed panel members 

7. We have established some criteria in order to ensure that the panel 
has the necessary expertise and experience to take part in such a 
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review. Recruiting panel members based on the criteria will allow us to 
launch a broad yet well balanced review into MFL GCSE subject 
content. 

8. The criteria have been attached, for your reference, at Annex A. 

Proposed panel members 

9. Further to your desire to have Ian Bauckham involved in the review, we 
have noted the other recommendations that you sent to us in an email 
on Thursday 24 October. The final recommendations are set out in 
Annex B. 

Comms 

10. We are working closely with both comms and Ofqual on any statement. 
Press office colleagues will send draft lines for approval on this issue 
tomorrow. The nature of the statement depends on the start of purdah, 
and Number 10 agreement regarding announcements and grid slots.  

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex A 

Panel members will meet at least one of the following criteria: 
 

1. Involvement in developing NC for languages, developing subject 

content for MFL in 2014/5 and in A level subject content - to assure 

progression between levels and overview of the process. 

2. Currently teaching MFL French, German and Spanish GCSEs and 

have at least 5 years’ experience of teaching GCSE, teach at least 2 of 

these languages and that all languages are represented by at least one 

teacher. 

3. Have a background in academic research in MFL and/or MFL 

pedagogy. 

4. School SLT responsibility and able to offer a wider view of how GCSE 

MFL compares with other subjects.  

5. Independent advisor on MFL – who can bring a wider perspective of 

working with a range of schools and teachers.   

6. Involvement with the MFL Pedagogy Review  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex B 

 

 

 

Annex B 

Name Rationale 

 

Ian Bauckham 

Redacted 

 

Emma Marsden 

Redacted  

 

Katrin Kohl 

Redacted 

 

John Bald 

Redacted  

 

 

Bernardette 
Holmes 

Redacted 

 

David Shanks 

Redacted 

 

Rachael Hawkes 

Redacted  


